
Resizing Images in Lightroom Classic 
As Lightroom users will be aware, to “save” an image for use beyond Lightroom, we need to Export the image. The 

Export process allows us to specify many details about how the image will be created. This document outlines 

settings that work well for exporting images for use in SPG Galleries. 

Step 1: In the Library Module, select one or more images to export, then either select the menu option File > Export, 

or more simply, click the “Export” button at the bottom of the lefthand panel. 

 

This will open the Export File form. The Export parameters are set up in a series of sections that can be collapsed or 

expanded with the arrow to the left of the heading. 

Step 2: Define where the image will be saved in the “Export Location” section.  

Step 3: In the “File Naming” section assign a name to your file. Here I have selected to use a Custom Name, so would 

need to enter the name in the Custom Text box. There are of course many alternatives, including using the original 

filename. 

  



Step 4: In the “File Settings” section, chose the JPEG Image Format, ignore the Quality slider, but select Limit File Size 

To, and enter a suitable value. For SPG galleries the file size should not exceed 498 kB, so enter this value. The quality 

will then be automatically set to achieve this constraint. Select the sRGB colour space. 

Step 5: In the “Image Sizing” section, select “Resize to Fit” and chose Width & Height from the dropdown menu. This 

will ensure that the image fits into the pixel dimensions specified below and avoids needing to specify whether the 

image format is landscape, portrait or square. It’s probably best to tick the “Don’t Enlarge” box, though if required, 

you can let Lightroom expand a very small image to fit the specified pixel dimensions. Resolution is irrelevant here. 

Step 6: In the “Output Sharpening” section, a good starting point is to Sharpen for Screen by a Standard amount, but 

this is a personal choice. 

Step 7: In the “Metadata” section, I usually include Copyright only, but again this is a personal choice. 

Step 8: In “Post-processing” section, I find it useful to “Show in Explorer” so that I can review the exported JPEG 

image. 

 

 



Create an Export Preset 

Have entered all the above settings, it is worthwhile saving them as an Export Preset, so that they can be recalled in 

the future. To do this, there is a button at the bottom of the lefthand Preset panel to “Add” a new preset. On the New 

Preset form, enter a descriptive name for the preset and click “Create”  

 

 


