
Resizing Images with IrfanView 
 

IrfanView is a free application for Windows that uses a small amount of memory and loads and opens very quickly. It has 

quite a range of basic image processing tools, but is in no way comparable to Photoshop, Lightroom or similar 

applications. For me, its strength lies in getting simple jobs done very quickly. A good example being image resizing. 

IrfanView is available from: https://www.irfanview.com/ 

Step 1: Open IrfanView and select the menu option File > Open. Navigate to the image you wish to resize and click 

Open. 

Step 2: Select Image > Resize/Resample. On the Resize/Resample form you will see the current size of the image in 

pixels. Immediately below this is the “Set new size” option, which you should select. Confirm that the “Preserve aspect 

ratio (proportional)” box is ticked. You now need to provide the Width OR Height – depending on the orientation of 

your image. 

 

Landscape images: Set the Width to 1400 pixels – the Height will scale automatically. 

Portrait or Square images: Set the Height to 1050 pixels – the Width will scale automatically. 

You should always check that the automatically generated Height or Width are within the guidelines (1400 and 1050 

pixels respectively), especially when the original image is close to, but not exactly square, then make appropriate 

adjustments. 

https://www.irfanview.com/


Step 3: Save your resized image. You can use either File > Save As, or (my preference in most cases) File > Save (original 

folder). 

Step 4: On the “Save” form, make sure you modify the filename if you don’t want to overwrite the original! You will 

also see a panel containing “JPEG/GIF save options”. Tick the “Set file size” box and enter the value 498 kB. 

 

If you wish to check the file size, I find the quickest way is to repeat the File Save as or File > Save (original folder) 

operation and when the Save form opens, have a look at the file size in the list of files. If it’s ok, just cancel out of the 

form. If not, you may need to untick the “Set file size” box and use the “Save quality” slider instead. 

 

  

NB. Please use the latest version (v4.70 – 32 bit was used in this demo) as older versions required a plug-in to be 

installed to enable the “Set file size” functionality. 

Although it is easy enough to open an image inside of IrfanView (File > Open), my preferred approach for a speedy 

workflow is it locate and select my image in File Explorer, then right click and select Open with > IrfanView from the 

menu. 

The image opens almost instantly in IrfanView and the remaining procedure is exactly as describe above. 

 


